
Mossad-ANC Covert Relations (1960s-1990s) - A Complex 
History of Limited Conflict 

 

Executive Summary 
That the Israeli Mossad (The Institute for Intelligence and Special Operations) and the African National Congress 

(ANC) have historically and presently been engaged in covert and limited conflict is established fact. Although the 

conflict has never been overtly declared, it has been a complex, evolving and often contradictory interplay driven 

by ideology, geopolitics, pragmatism, and limited direct action. 

 

 Some key dynamics contributing to the limited conflict between Mossad and the ANC include: 

 

1. Mossad's Deepening Alliance with Apartheid South Africa: Driven by mutual security interests (arms, 

technology, intelligence sharing, perceived isolation). 

2. ANC's Alignment with Israel's Adversaries: Close ties to the PLO, Soviet bloc, and Arab states opposed to 

Israel. 

3. Limited Direct Mossad Action Against ANC: Mossad prioritized supporting the South African security 

apparatus over direct action, but provided intelligence, training, and possibly facilitated specific operations 

indirectly. 

4. ANC Suspicion & Limited Targeting:  The ANC viewed Israel as a key Apartheid enabler, leading to 

intelligence gathering and propaganda efforts against Israel, but no significant confirmed direct ANC 

attacks on Israeli interests. 

5. Pragmatic Exceptions:  Early, limited ANC contact seeking support and the controversial Mossad training 

of Nelson Mandela. 

 

Strategic Context & Driving Forces 

 

Israel's Motivations (Mossad Perspective): 

1. Strategic Alliance with South Africa: Post-1967/1973 wars, both states felt internationally isolated. South 

Africa offered vital resources (uranium), arms market, testing grounds, and intelligence cooperation 

(signals, satellite imagery, nuclear tech). 

2. Perceived Soviet Threat: ANC seen as a Soviet proxy in Southern Africa. Containing ANC aligned with 

Israel's Cold War stance. 

3. PLO/ANC Nexus: Close ANC-PLO cooperation fuelled Israeli fears of a unified anti-Israel front. Targeting 

ANC was seen as indirectly weakening the PLO. 

4. Domestic Arms Industry: South Africa was a crucial, lucrative market for Israeli arms (e.g., Uzi, Gabriel 

missiles, tank upgrades). 

 

ANC's Motivations: 

1. Anti-Apartheid Struggle: Primary focus was overthrowing the racist regime. Any state supporting Apartheid 

was an adversary. 

2. Solidarity with PLO: Shared liberation struggle ideology. PLO provided training and support to Umkhonto 

we Sizwe (MK). 

3. Soviet/Arab Backing: Reliance on USSR, GDR, and Arab states for funding, weapons, training, and 

diplomatic support – all hostile to Israel. 

4. Perception of Israel: Viewed as a colonial settler state analogous to Apartheid South Africa, actively arming 

and sustaining the regime. 

 

Nature of Mossad's Activities Regarding the ANC 
 

1. Intelligence Sharing: The primary and most significant Mossad contribution. Mossad provided SA security 

forces (BOSS, later NIS, Military Intelligence) with: 

 SIGINT: Intercepts on ANC communications (often shared via SA's own robust SIGINT 

capabilities). 



 HUMINT: Information on ANC activities, figures, networks, and logistics in Europe, Africa, and 

potentially internally, gathered through Mossad's global network. 

2. Analysis: Assessments of ANC strategy, capabilities, and external support networks. 

3. Training & Advisory Support: Mossad trained South African security forces in: 

 Counter-terrorism techniques. 

 Interrogation methods (including controversial techniques). 

 Intelligence tradecraft (surveillance, agent running). 

4. Counter-PLO via ANC: Mossad monitored ANC activities partly to track PLO operatives and cooperation 

within shared networks. 

5. Potential Direct/Indirect Action (Limited Evidence): 

 Assassination Plots: Unconfirmed reports exist (e.g., Joe Slovo, Oliver Tambo) but lack conclusive 

evidence. South African forces conducted most assassinations. Mossad's role was likely limited to 

intelligence provision. 

 Sabotage/Disruption:  No verifiable evidence of Mossad directly conducting sabotage against ANC 

external structures. More plausible is intelligence enabling South African operations. 

 Surveillance: Extensive surveillance of ANC figures abroad, especially where PLO links existed. 

6. The Mandela Anomaly (1962): Mossad agents provided basic military training (camouflage, evasive 

driving) to Nelson Mandela in Ethiopia. This reflected a brief, pragmatic Israeli flirtation with African 

liberation movements before the South African alliance solidified and Mandela's PLO/Soviet ties became 

dominant factors. Mossad reportedly warned South Africa of Mandela's return. 

 

ANC Activities Regarding Israel & Mossad 

 

1. Propaganda & Diplomacy: Vigorous campaigns condemning Israeli-SA alliance, labelling Israel an 

Apartheid state, seeking to isolate Israel internationally alongside SA. 

2. Intelligence Gathering: ANC/MK intelligence structures monitored Israeli activities in South Africa, arms 

deals, and Israeli personnel, primarily to expose the collaboration. 

3. Operational Targeting (Lack of Evidence): No credible evidence exists of ANC/MK planning or executing 

attacks against Israeli diplomatic missions, personnel, or companies specifically because they were Israeli. 

Their primary focus was South African government and economic targets. Israeli interests were collateral 

within the broader anti-Apartheid struggle, not primary targets. 

4. Exploiting Cracks: Brief attempts (like Mandela's 1962 contact) to seek Israeli support, quickly abandoned 

due to incompatible ideologies and Israel's alignment with Pretoria. 

 

Key Points of Contention & Evidence 

 

1. Arms Deal Significance: Extensive, documented Israeli arms sales (Jericho missiles, patrol boats, 

electronics, upgrading SA tanks/aircraft) were the most tangible support, sustaining the Apartheid war 

machine against the ANC. Mossad likely facilitated intelligence sharing related to these deals. 

2. Nuclear Collaboration: Allegations of Israeli-SA nuclear cooperation (technology, testing site, uranium) 

remain partially substantiated (Vela Incident, declassified docs on uranium sales). This strategic alliance 

underpinned Mossad's commitment to the South African state. 

3. "Security Alliance" Depth: Declassified SA documents (Truth Commission, SADF archives) and memoirs 

(e.g., Dieter Gerhardt - SA Navy Commander/Soviet Spy) confirm extensive military and intelligence 

cooperation, implying Mossad-ANC indirect conflict. 

4. Mossad Training SA Interrogators: Well-documented. Enhanced SA's ability to detain, interrogate, and 

torture ANC activists. 

5. Lack of Mossad Wetwork Evidence: Despite claims by some ANC figures and authors, concrete evidence 

of Mossad directly assassinating ANC leaders or bombing ANC facilities is absent. South African forces 

conducted the overwhelming majority of such actions, often using Mossad-derived intelligence/training. 

 

Conclusion: Pragmatism, Alignment, and Indirect Conflict 

 

Mossad-ANC interactions are and have been very complex in nature. They are characterized by: 

 



1. Asymmetric Engagement: Mossad acted primarily as a force multiplier for the Apartheid state through 

intelligence and training, indirectly targeting the ANC. The ANC viewed Israel as an adversary but lacked 

the capability or strategic priority for direct covert action against Israel. 

2. Geopolitical Determinism: The overriding factor was Israel's strategic alliance with Apartheid South Africa 

against shared perceived threats (Soviet expansion, radical Islam/PLO). ANC opposition was a consequence 

of this alliance, not its primary driver for Mossad. 

3. Pragmatic Over Ideological (Initially): The Mandela training episode shows early Israeli pragmatism, 

quickly overridden by Cold War logic and the value of the South African alliance. 

4. Intelligence as the Primary Weapon: The most significant and verifiable Mossad contribution against the 

ANC was the provision of intelligence to South African security forces, significantly enhancing their 

effectiveness in tracking, infiltrating, and disrupting ANC operations internally and externally. 

 

Post-Apartheid Legacy 

 

1. Relations remain strained due to the historical alliance and ongoing Palestinian solidarity within the ANC. 

2. South Africa consistently criticizes Israeli policies towards Palestine and Palestinians, often invoking its 

own Apartheid experience. 

3. Official Mossad-ANC conflict ended with Apartheid, but was replaced by diplomatic friction between 

states, and ongoing mutual suspicion between the intelligence services of Israel and South Africa. 

 

This report was compiled using the Odessa Threat Intelligence Platform, a system developed by Anatoly Security 

& Research to merge human analysis, artificial intelligence and a vast database of gathered intelligence to deliver 

high quality threat intelligence reports for executives and policy makers. This analysis is based on declassified 

documents, historical research, memoirs, and investigative journalism. Full operational details remain classified by 

both sides.   


